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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction

Redistributed under licence from HAE by P S M Plant & Tool Hire Centres Ltd. Licence expires on 31/12/2021

Using the Floor Cleaner / Polisher

1.  Protective equipment including non-slip shoes must be worn.

2. Many floor cleaners have two control levers which need to be held in to operate the machine.
Both hands should be kept on the handlebars at all times — the machine cannot be controlled
one-handed.

3. By gently raising and lowering the control arm the cleaner can be controlled so that it
sweeps from side to side in an arc. Move forwards steadily to achieve proper coverage of
the floor.

4. The control tap to release cleaning solution can be operated without releasing the
handlebars.

5. Keep a check on the position of the cable so that it does not get run over, stretched, or the
plug is not accidentally pulled from the socket.

6. Keep the cable clear of any sharp edges in the work area.

7.

If it appears that the cable may be cut or damaged in any way, switch off and unplug at the
mains before inspecting it. If the cable attached to the floor cleaner is damaged, stop using
the equipment. Contact the hire company. If an extension cable has been damaged, do
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The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.

It is important to read this entire leaflet
BEFORE using the Floor Cleaner / Polisher
Electricity can be hazardous and must always be used with
great care.
Electricity and water can make a hazardous combination. Care
must be taken whenever water or other solutions are used to
keep them away from plugs, sockets, switches and the
electrical parts of the cleaner.
This floor cleaner is designed for cleaning, polishing and
scrubbing hard surfaced floors. It may also be used to help clean some carpets, with the
correct brushes fitted.

The action of this floor cleaner can cause injury or damage to property if the equipment is

not use it again.

8.  Switch off and unplug from the socket before leaving the machine unattended.

9.  When the work has been finished, empty any remaining cleaning solution and partly refill
with clean water. Operate the machine in a safe place to flush the cleaning solution out of

the equipment.

10. Keep everyone, especially young children and the infirm, off the cleaned floor until it is dry.

They could fall on the slippery surface.

11. If the equipment does not work properly do not attempt to repair it.

company.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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Hire Association Europe

2450 Regents Court
The Crescent

Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email: mail@hae.org.uk
website: www.hae.org.uk
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Contact the hire
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misused.

5. If the operator has not used a floor cleaner before, they should familiarize themselves with
the equipment on a small area of the floor before starting on the main task.

6. A minimum of the following items of personal protective equipment must be worn:
muffs or plugs giving protection for levels up to 86 dB(A); waterproof gloves; non-slip
shoes; rcd if using a 230 volt (mains) supply.

7. This equipment must not be used by minors or by anyone under the influence of drugs or

alcohol.

8. This floor cleaner is designed for operation by an able bodied adult.

temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

ear

Anyone with either

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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