DRIVING LICENCE

or enquire with the DVLA (leaflet INF30).

Useful Reference Points * www.hae.org.uk/businessguard

Before Starting <<O-._a:.

(both registration number and style)

cover check with the hire company or the

1. A full driving licence must be held to tow * It must be established that the vehicle + Is the breakaway cable undamaged insurer immediately.
any trailer. Most drivers who passed their to be used to tow this trailer is capable and correctly connected to the trailer
driving test before 1st January 1997 have to do so. The manufacturers’ handbrake mechanism? LOADING SINGLE AXLE TRAILER .
licence categories allowing them to drive a recommended towing limit must not - Are the tyre pressures correct (seek 1. Great care should be taken when loading
vehicle and trailer combinations weighing be exceeded; this can be found in the advice from the Hire Company) and all this trailer; poor _oma._:@ can cause
up to a combined weight of 8.25 tonnes. vehicle manufacturer's handbook and tyres free from cuts, bulges, and with significant risks including: ‘ .
2. T2. With effect from 1st January 1997 the Maximum Gross Weight (G.V.W) or 8. If driving off road, assess the route for soft ENA471, when working on the public highway adequate tread, (including the spare)? ©  Overloading the rear of the trailer will

EC Directive on driving licences
(91/439/EEC) came into effect affecting
new drivers passing their test after that date
and HGV drivers who obtained their licence

Maximum Authorised Mass (MAM) of
the trailer be found on the
identification plate, normally located
on the ‘A’ frame, close to the towing
hitch.

ground, slopes, holes and trenches.
Remember the seesaw action of the towing
hitch will reduce the ground clearance and
increase the possibility of grounding.

or on a construction site.

5. Anybody who is assisting the driver of the
towing vehicle wi also need to wear
appropriate personal protective equipment.

Tyres must have a continuous tread
depth of at least 1.60mm on cars, light
vans and trailers, across the centre
three-quarters of the width (1mm for
other vehicles)

lighten the front of the trailer and the
rear of the towing vehicle causing loss
of stability and likely to cause snaking.
- Overloading the front of the trailer will
lighten the rear of the trailer and the

after 31st December 1991, 9. Help must be sought when reversing or < . et hool lighten the rear of the lrailer and ne
These new drivers are only allowed to drive manoeuvring the towing vehicle and trailer. SINGLE bXFm.ﬂmb~me . o re you satisfied tl mon the wheel ront 3.<<__ka vehicle, causing o
vehicle and trailer combinations in the WORK ENVIRONMENT The trailer will reduce the rear view vision. 1. Check the Single Axle Trailer. If anything is nuts/bolts are tightened? v towing vehicle’s steering to be
categories listed below without taking a 1. To reduce the risk of serious or fatal injury found to be damaged, do not use the trailer If required are the mudguards in extremely light and less effective, and
further driving test. from breathing toxic fumes, do not drive the OPERATORS and contact the hire company immediately. satisfactory condition and secure? losing traction. This excessive nose
. Vehicles up to 3.5 tonnes (category B) towing vehicle inside a building, unless the 1. The driver of the towing vehicle has the Ensure that the trailer hitch is compatible Is the trailer tow hitch or eye in good weight is also likely to place
with a 750kg trailer (4.25 tonnes total area has good ven ion. responsibility for the safe operation of the with the towbar on the towing vehicle — it cond _w_\.V cjmnomuﬁﬂ_m mnqwmmmw on the towbar
MAM *). 2. Select as firm a surface as possible to vehicle and trailer. will either be a 50mm ball or an eye Are njm._oome\ i:mmh»mn‘_n m:.< OO:JmQ« M:a ..__‘_OC:::m Uo.zg_w. o
i i i supports or support legs in goo . ili i
- Category B vehicles with larger trailers stabilise the trailer when loading or 2. The driver of the towing vehicle must hold DOEU__JO.. . OONN:_O: o U_W_mmu MJQ mmonr:‘m _J~mU_ ity can be Ow~n3_ ~O_Jmnm are
i.e heavier than 750kg, provided that unloading. an appropriate driving licence to tow this 2. If the trailer is to be detached from the  fully eavier on one side or the other.
the combined MAM does not exceed 3. Keep children and animals away when See driving licence. towing vehicle, always apply the hand before moving? +  If loads are left loose and can move
3.5 tonnes and the gross MAM* of the loading, unloading or manoeuvring the 3. The driver of the towing vehicle must brake, lower the jockey wheel and support INSURANCE around, the sudden change of weight
trailer does not exceed the unladen trailer. mmnw.U__mr .Imp. the vehicle is capable of legs. =,_ﬁm< w_mo..um necessary to chock the 1. Under the term f hire. th rator i distribution can cause a am:mm.«or“m
i i i i towing the trailer safel wheel in some circumstances. ! e terms © €, e operator is loss of stability. In addition it is
weight of the towing vehicle. To be 4. The unloaded vehicle and trailer may 9 : Y- son - . responsible for the safe custody of the o 8 i aaan -
able to tow combinations outside the become bogged down if parked or driven The vehicle manufacturer’s recommended 3. If the trailer is left unattended ensure that it Single Axle Trailer. The hire company must possible that part of the load can fal
ruling requires the passing of an onto soft ground. towing limit, which is found in the vehicle is protected from theft with either a high also be indemnified against any loss of :‘O_M the :‘m_n_umq MJQ»N.:OQ_‘_:@ other
additional test. 5. If the trailer is detached from the towing maufacturer’s _JN:uUOO.r and on the VIN _OO_z.. wheel clamp or other suitable security damage however caused. The best way to road users and pedes ﬂ_w:m.
«  New HGV drivers and those who have vehicle, apply the trailer handbrake, lower plate on the chassis, must not be device. . . do this is to take out proper insurance. Loads must be securely tied down or
passed their HGV tests since 1 the jockey wheel and support legs if fitted exceeded. The Maximum Gross Weight . The driver of the towing vehicle should 2. s hi . fer i restrained. There is a significant danger of
i (G.V.W) of the trailer will be found on the i - ome hire companies will offer insurance
January 1992 will be restricted to and, if necessary, chock the wheels. . .4 carry Orn :;.m following checks each time cover at an extra charge. o e o o S v
towing trailers up to 750kg until they 6. A Single Axle Trailer is heavy, help must _um _Q.m:: ication plate, normally _Onwﬁma on the the trailer is used. It will have been 3. Itshould b tablished with the | ¢ slipstream. ems shoul e secure
iti A’ Frame, close to the towing hitch. supplied in good condition and ready to - shou © established wi © insurers o using adequate strength load restraints
pass an additional test. sought to manoeuver it into po: 4 The an 4 O _ T . _u_u_u - m:, p ~<U the vehicle that the operator is insured to attached 1o purpose made restraint points
+  MAM* - Maximum Authorised Mass especially on sloping ground. O_uma;ca - e driver of the towing vehicle must have a use by the hire company. must be tow a traller. attached 1o purbose made restraint points
(permitted authorized weight** weight must not pull beyond their own capal least p._‘_m following items of personal checked to ensure ﬁ,rmn it has not been 4 Th " hould b that th > -

i i i protective equipment: A safety helmet, damaged or altered since then - © operator should be aware that they are restraints to parts of the bodywork or
of the vehicle and/or trailer i ihe seek nelp. complying with EN397, when working on a - Are all the lights undamaged? responsible for any damage caused to mudguards that are not that are not
maximum deslgned carying capacity). 7. It used on any public road or highway this oO:mﬂMQ_@o: site. ’ < . Are the wm core ONU_m@ and pl property belonging to a third party, or if designed to carry the weight of the load. A
Driving licences should be checked trailer and the towing vehicle must comply s ’ B - handii X A aed? plug they are involved in a road traffic accident. ot i tmeful o restrain small tome.
and the vehicle and trailer VIN and ID with road traffic regulations. In addition, the g‘.‘ozm.m_.o.,\.mm or mJ ing wire «Ou.mm. i . . ged? . b ate fitted? 5. If there is any doubt about the insurance
plates closely to establish limitations driver must have an appropriate driving licence. High-visibility clothing, complying with s the correct number plate fitted?

Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
44 (0) 121 333 4109

mail@hae.org.uk

Any unauthorised reproduction — manually or electronically —

is STRICTLY prohibited

Hire Association Europe
2450 Regents Court
The Crescent
Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE
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